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(Gharial on the brink

The gharial
population has been
at its lowest since
the 1970s. What
went wrong and
what can we do? < =
ROMULUS WHITAKER At A e I e e RS RT
and JANAKI LENIN "% o B - >

“aRr r."';"'
;

= Bird deaths blamed on dirty Yamuna

~ = === Delhi Govt Report Points To Toxic Elements in Stagnant Water

ISPY tendrils of mist rise del
icately from the water surface,
tinged gold by the dawm. Your @
breath hangs as little clouds of ¢
vapour as you gaze upon the Girwa

River on a cold winter moming. A trio o’ O b Shmma TN
of hollow clapping sounds from the =l T T Tha pooemt ied ehe
other side of the river, half a kilometre - ’ & reported in Okhia sanctu-

away tells you that an adult male gha-
rial is advertising his presence, It is the
height of the breeding season. The

place seems trapped in a time in early $8 - Dedhi

history when man was still clad in ani- S8 oy . 2 > o g 2m: mm;:sh

mal skins. It is only as the sun rises - - = L v - . s cannot be ruled cut

higher and burns the mist off the water Sl G polunad ier 10 RN —~
thet the world comes into Rocus with CRITICALLY ENDANGERED: Captive gharial at the Madras C , Tibvies  migrtor

appalling larity, The five-km stretch bts wirs found dead in
of the Girwa River in Katerniaghat er this month. Later UP au-
Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the only hatched by FAO consultant Bob Bus-  ability tosupport larger numbers of the  Dhruva Basu compile [t sod cisimat that |1
three wild breeding sites left in the tard When they reached a metre in  animal, of the last 10 years thay had sdded poissn to | 0

world for the most unique of all the  length. thev were released in the wild. During the dry summer months, the ~ drastic decline in g Mey s ree These vob
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